Syllabus for Keio University Intensive Course: EU-East Asia Relations

1. Introduction to the programme: A History of Inter-Regional Engagement
I

This session will examine the history of the two regions with a fbcus on the so-
called ‘Silk Road’.

2. A History of Inter-regional Engagement II
This session looks at inter-regional engagement from 1945 to the present day.

3. The Concept of Inter-Regionalism, Trilateralism and Integration

As a background to thinking about how regions function, this session considers
the significance of different forms of regional integration, the ways in which inter-
regionalism forces regional actors to think differently; and the ways in
globalization has drawn a trilateral zone of power around North America, the EU
and East Asia.

4. Who are the Agents? Looking inside the EU and Asia

When we talk about the ‘EU’ who exactly are we talking about, in terms of
developing relations with East Asia? Movre problematically, which actors speak
for ‘Asia’ in relations with the EU?

5. Institutional Structures: A Focus on the Asia-Europe Meeting and EU-
ASEAN Relations

One of the principal means for defining regionalism (as discussed in Session 3) is

to examine institutional frameworks. This session looks at a range of institutions

that bring together significant state representatives from Europe and East Asia.

6. Political Relations between Europe and Asia I

7. Political Relations between Europe and Asia II

These two sessions examine in detail the specific areas of political interest that
involve Europe and East Asia. Some of these are general issues of mutual concern
that are also covered by their involvement in international fora such as the United
Nations, and these will be examined in Session 6. Issues include climate change
and environmental protection. Session 7 focuses more specifically on inter-
regional agenda, such as piracy.

8. Economic Relations between Europe and Asia I

9. Economic Relations between Europe and Asia I 7
Following the same format as sessions 6 and 7, these sessions examine in detail
the specific areas of economic interest that involve Europe and East Asia. Session
8 will cover mutual concerns over WIO agenda and the current global economic
crisis; session 9 focuses more specifically on ‘bilateral’ trade initiatives and on
the role of the business community.

10. Security Relations between Europe and Asia I

11. Security Relations between Europe and Asia II

Following the same format as sessions 8 and 9, these sessions examine in detail
the specific areas of security interest that involve Europe and East Asia. Session



10 examines in particular the ongoing impact of the US in both regions. Session
11 compares and contrasts security arrangements in each of the two regions and
assesses the means by which they are able to work together over specific issues.

12. Non-state Actors between Europe and Asia

Contemporary international relations involve more than state actors and this
session looks at the development of an inter-regional forum for non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) alongside the ASEM framework.

13. Difficult issues in 2011: A Focus on China and the US.

Students will have the chance to raise their own areas of specific interest, as this
session takes a number of key issues to understand the actors, institutions and
responses by Europe and East Asia to solving issues of mutual concern.

14. Two Unequal Regions?

Drawing on the work done in previous sessions, this session returns to the
question of what types of regions the EU and East Asia now represent, in terms of
their ability to function as global actors. The relationship between these two
crucially important regions remains woefully inadequate and this session seeks to
elucidate why this might be the case.

15. Future Prospects for EU-Asia Relations

As a wrap-up, this session considers the future prospects for EU-East Asia
relations, by examining key actors, institutions and issues.
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